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joining in a crusade against Protestantism., She wanted to be
quiet, and she thought that an alliance with her great neigh-
bours would be likely to preserve her from foreign war, and to
overawe her turbulent nobles at home. If she could gain an
influence in England as well as in Spain, so much the better \
it would be one chance the more for peace. With these
guarantees, she would surely be able, when the time came
when she would be called upon to deliver over the government
to her son, to boast that in her hands France had not been
exposed to the miseries of war.

James, too, loved peace, and an alliance which might free
the French Court from the subserviency to Spain which had
Arguments lately characterised its policy was not to be lightly
in its favour. rejected. He therefore ordered Edmondes to discuss
the matter in an unofficial manner with the French minister
Villeroi, and to ascertain under what conditions the Regent
would agree to the match.1 After all, if the Prince should be
willing to consent to defer his marriage for so long a time, the
extreme youth of the Princess might not be an objection. If
the Regent could be persuaded to part with her daughter at
once, she might be educated in England, and would, in all
probability, be induced to embrace the religion of her future
husband.

Edmondes accordingly made his proposal to Villeroi, and
expressed his hope that if the marriage were agreed to, the
Princess would be sent into England before the end of the
following year. In consequence of that minister's illness, it
was not till September 25 that he was able to forward an answer
to James. Villeroi assured him that the Regent was most
anxious for the conclusion of the marriage, but that she begged
for a little longer time, in order that her daughter might be
fully instructed in her religion before she left her home.
Edmondes, however, stated that it was his belief that the
Queen was so desirous of the marriage that, if she were
pressed upon this point, she would certainly give way; and, in
fact, on November 7, he was able to write that Villeroi had
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